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Voting By Email in Turtle Cove Elections

This document is not intended to provide detailed information about all the ways owners can cast a vote in Turtle Cove. Although other methods are discussed, it’s purpose is to explain the new process of voting by email. 
--------------------------------------------

On July 31, 2025, a number of changes became law in Florida that relate to how condo associations operate. One change in particular pertains to how voting is done and will have a big impact on how elections are handled (Florida Statute 718.128). But before we get to the change, let’s review how votes were cast prior to that date. 

In Person Voting: Owners in good standing with the association were able to attend the annual member’s meeting and vote their preference in person. Votes could be cast for any item at the meeting including for the budget, reserve funding, and for those running for a position on the board of directors, to name a few. 

Mail in Voting: Owners also had the option, for those not in attendance at the annual owner’s meeting, to mail in their vote. That worked in two ways. First, proxy sheets were frequently used to allow owners the option to either cast a vote or pass the right to vote on their behalf to a trusted owner in the park. If you don’t understand how proxy voting works, please reach out to us and we will explain it. In addition to proxies, owners could vote for board members through a secret ballot that could be mailed back to the clubhouse. The person’s identity was anonymous for votes cast on board positions only. 

Those methods of voting are still valid. Also, beginning with our December 8, 2025, owner’s meeting, members in good standing will be able to vote by email. Here is how it works.
 
1. You must have an email address on file with the secretary of the association and given us permission to use that address for Turtle Cove board communications. To date, there are only two owners who do not fall into that category. 
2. Two weeks prior to the meeting, you will be emailed a ballot to be used for the upcoming election. Owners must fill in their Unit Number, First and Last Name as well as correctly mark their preferences for each item. It is acceptable if the owner declines to vote for certain items on the ballot, however, their vote will not count if a vote is cast and it’s not clear what the owner’s intention was on the ballot. For example, if they vote both Yes and No for an item, or if they vote for more candidates than open board positions. 
3. Return your ballot by email only to: tccaglades@yahoo.com. Any ballots sent to any other email address will not be counted. 
4. Ballots must be received by the date and time of the annual member’s meeting. For the upcoming meeting, the deadline is December 8, 2025, by 9:00 am. 
5. Ballots must be sent from the primary email address on file with the secretary. Ballots received from any other email address will not count. That’s why we recently sent you an email asking you to confirm your primary email address. Changes to your primary email address must be received in the Turtle Cove office at least 14 days before the owner’s meeting.
6. Any owner who casts a ballot for an open position on the board waives their right to anonymity. Because of the way the process works, you cannot remain anonymous. 

We have already spoken to a few members about this process who have expressed concern about their ability to print a ballot and get it back onto the computer to attach it to an email. First, we will also be mailing out a paper copy of the ballot included with the meeting notice, proxy and agenda. Second, you can take a picture of the completed ballot and attach that to your email (as long as it is filled out properly, and can be easily read). Third, and most important… DO NOT mail your completed email ballot back. We are not allowed to count those votes. If voting by mail use the proxy and/or secret ballot provided in your meeting information packet.   

We realize this can be complicated and it may take a few meetings to get the hang of it. But it offers owners another way of having their voices heard and being a part of the process in Turtle Cove. If after reading this, any member still has questions, please reach out to a board member. 
Sincerely, 

Board of Directors
Turtle Cove Condominium Association



Sample Ballot Only – Not for use in an election

Turtle Cove Condominium Association
Email Only Ballot


For Election to the Turtle Cove Board of Directors

Please vote for only TWO candidates. Casting a vote for more than two candidates will invalidate your ballot. However, you may vote for less than two. Candidates are listed in alphabetical order. Write-in candidates are not allowed.
Abraham Lincoln ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. □
Teddy Roosevelt ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. □
George Washington ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. □


Turtle Cove Business

1. Are you in favor of the 2029 annual Turtle Cove Budget?   Yes……..……. □ No……..……. □


2. Should Turtle Cove use $100,000 from the reserve fund to construct a marble fountain behind the clubhouse?    Yes……..……. □ No……..……. □


Unit Number: _____________

First Name: ____________________________

Last Name: ___________________________________________

Please email your ballot back to tccaglades@yahoo.com

Note: the deadline for receiving an emailed ballot is December 1, 2029 at 9:00 am. Ballots received after that deadline will not count. 

All owners understand that by utilizing an email ballot to cast a vote in the election of board members, the owner waives their right to a secret ballot and the anonymity that comes with it. If the owner wishes to remain anonymous, please use the mail-in secret ballot included in the annual meeting packet. 
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